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She spoke of many journeys when, though still quite
young, she had sole charge of the semi-invalid her mother
gradually became, and received also charge of the purse
from which travelling expenses were paid. Sometimes
Mrs. Taylor would be very ill on these journeys, and
on several occasions it was the devoted nursing of her
daughter, amid strange scenes and faces, which pulled
her through. Owing to her weak lungs, Mrs. Taylor was
often obliged to winter abroad. Who provided the means
for these journeys ? Not my grandmother, whose income
was very small, as would appear from the letters, and
as seems probable from the then involved state of the
Hardy finances. It was her generous-hearted husband,
whose affection and respect she still retained, who took
a pleasure in providing her with all that the condition
of her health could possibly require.

It was in his cottage at Walton that her two boys
used to spend their holidays with their mother and sister.
Both my father and aunt loved to look back on those
days. But Helen and her mother also spent some of
their time in my grandfather's house in Kent Terrace,
where the boys used to spend their Sundays. Had there
been such a separation between Mrs. Taylor and her
husband as any wrongdoing on her part would have
occasioned, Helen could scarcely have had so many
delightful reminiscences of her father. When she spoke
of him her eyes glowed and her voice grew tender. Age
had not diminished the freshness of her feeling for him.
Had not her parents respected each other, could Helen
have respected and loved them both as she did ? Her
affection for her mother was the one other absorbing
personal feeling of her life. , She often, indeed, com-
plained that in her childhood she had been too much
tied to her mother's side. She had wished to go to
school, that she might be prepared for taking an active
part in life, but this wish was not granted. Her mother
was somewhat strict, and this made her sometimes say
that she hatci ^eii hard, yet most of her recollections
were full'/bf i'filfei^iiate ^miration. I do not thinkt              In          *!*r
